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February 2026 
 
Monday 23rd ðPupils 
back to school at 8.45am 

 
March 2026 
 
Tuesday 3rd - Y4 Multiplica-
tion Parent Workshop 
 
Thursday 5thðWorld Book 
Day 
 
Friday 6th ðY4 assembly 
(parents invited) 
 
Week beginning 9thðBritish 
Science Week 
 
Thursday 12th - Y4 Cake 
and Pie Sale (Afterschool) 
 
Thursday 12th ï Y2 trip to 
RAF Museum 
 
Week beginning 16thð
Parents Consultation mee-
ings 
 
Friday 20thðY5 EID assem-
bly 
 
Week beginning 23rdðArts 
and Music week 
 
Thursday 26thðY6 Creative 
Writing Workshop at 
Whitmore School 
 
Friday 27thï School will 
close at 1.30pm 

 
April 2026 
 
Monday 13th Aprilð
School will re-open at 
8.45am 
 
Tuesday 14thðY1 Scooter 
training. 
 
Friday16thðY3 trip to     
Verulamium Museum 

 
 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

We have had so much to celebrate this half-term, including the introduc-
tion of a new pupil leadership group of Eco-Warriors.  I look forward to 
working with the elected members of this group so that we can make sure 
that Earlsmead is as sustainable and environmentallyïfriendly as possi-
ble. 

We are also continuing our finalisation of the new school values.  Once 
we have the new values set, we will also be working on developing a new 
School Motto and Vision Statement.  Exciting times! 

There has been a lot of press recently about reducing screen time for pri-
mary-school aged children.  Some Governments, including Australia, 
have actually banned children aged under 16 from using social media.  In 
light of our recent Internet Safety Day on 10th February, these are chang-
es I welcome.  I think by now we are all well aware of how wonderful the 
internet can be, but also the dangers and responsibilities that come with 
its use. 

Finally, I would just like to remind parents and carers of some strategies 
to help their children be óschool readyô.  These are top tips which can help 
children at any age to thrive and survive at primary school. 

 

1. Encourage communicationðplay, talk, sing, and read together. 
Make sure to give your child eye contact while you chat as this helps 
their brain to develop and donôt forget to ask about their day. 

2. Reduce screen time. We know that devices can be tempting, but itôs 
better for little ones to engage with the world around them rather than be 
in óreceiverô mode. Moreover, excessive screen time may disrupt their 
sleep patterns. 

3. Establish a bedtime routine. Consistent sleep schedules are so     
important! Consider including soothing activities like songs or a       bed-
time story ïwe have some recorded on Class Dojo! 

4. Nurture independence. Let children practise dressing themselves,      
tidying up toys, and managing their own spaces. Itôs all part of their grow-
ing responsibility!  Teach them to pack their bag the night before school. 

5. Help them learn table manners. Good etiquette starts at home!    
Children need to master using their utensils properly and                  un-
derstanding basic dining decorum. 

6. Maintain a morning routine.  Try to wake up at the same time each 
day. This fosters healthier sleep habits in the long run. 

Have a lovely holidayðand donôt forget the home learning and daily 
home reading! 

 

Ms Graham 

Headteacher 

 





 
¢ƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ƻƻƪ 5ŀȅΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ŦǳƴΣ 

ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ƻǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƛƴǎΦ  

 ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ  
/ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ IŜǊƻ ƻǊ ŀ ±ƛƭƭŀƛƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ hb9 ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ 

-aŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ŀ ƘŜǊƻ ƻǊ Ǿƛƭƭŀƛƴ 

hw 

-/ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ о5 ŘƛƻǊŀƳŀ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŜǊŜŀƭ ōƻȄ ƻǊ ǎƘƻŜōƻȄ όǎŜŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ōŜƭƻǿύ  

-tƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎΥ 

¶ ²Ƙƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛǎ 

¶ ²Ƙȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƘŜǊƻ ƻǊ ŀ Ǿƛƭƭŀƛƴ 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ όŦƻǊ ŘƛƻǊŀƳŀǎύ 

 

5ǳŜ 5ŀǘŜ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻƴΥ 

aƻƴŘŀȅ ноǊŘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнс 



hǳǊ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƛǎ фс҈Φ ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŜũƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƭƭΦ    
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ōȅ уΦпрŀƳ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ  
ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ {ƻƊ {ǘŀǊǘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ 

/ƭŀǎǎ !ǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ҈ /ƭŀǎǎ !ǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ҈ 

hŀƪǎ фп҈ /ƘŜǎǘƴǳǘǎ фн҈ 

/ŜŘŀǊ фо҈ wŜŘǿƻƻŘ фс҈ 

aŀǇƭŜ фр҈ /ƘŜǊǊȅ фп҈ 

!ǎƘ фс҈ aŀƴǳƪŀ фт҈ 

aŜǊŀƴǝ фр҈ 9ǳŎŀƭȅǇǘǳǎ  фр҈ 

tƛƴŜ фп҈ {ȅŎŀƳƻǊŜ фр҈ 

9ƭƳ фп҈ DǊŜŜƴƘŜŀǊǘ фр҈ 

RŜƳƛƴŘŜǊΥ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƴΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bǳǊǎŜǊȅ wŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ ǘƻ ¸ŜŀǊ с 

wƻȅŀƭ ōƭǳŜ ǘǊŀŎƪǎǳƛǘ ōƻǧƻƳǎΦ 

DƻƭŘ Ǉƻƭƻ ǎƘƛǊǘǎΦ 

wƻȅŀƭ ōƭǳŜ ǎƘƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ 

.ƭǳŜΣ ƎƻƭŘΣ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƻǊ ƎǊŜȅ ƘŜŀŘ ǎŎŀǊǾŜǎΦ 

/ƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƅŀǘ ǎƘƻŜǎ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊǎΦ 

.ƭŀŎƪ ǘǊƻǳǎŜǊǎΣ ǘŀǊǘŀƴ ǎƪƛǊǘǎΦ 

²ƘƛǘŜ Ŏƻǧƻƴ ǎƘƛǊǘǎΦ 

9ŀǊƭǎƳŜŀŘ ǝŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƭƭŀǊŜŘ ǎƘƛǊǘΦ 

wƻȅŀƭ ōƭǳŜ ƧǳƳǇŜǊǎ ƻǊ ŎŀǊŘƛƎŀƴǎΦ 

.ƭǳŜ ƻǊ DƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΦ 

.ƭǳŜΣ ƎƻƭŘΣ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƻǊ ƎǊŜȅ ƘŜŀŘ ǎŎŀǊǾŜǎΦ 

.ƭŀŎƪ ƅŀǘ ǎƘƻŜǎΦ 

DǊŜȅ ƻǊ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎƻŎƪǎ ƻǊ ǝƎƘǘǎΦ 



 
 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ  
            ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ  ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ  

ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀƭŦ ǘŜǊƳΗ          
¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŜƭ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

9ǳŎŀƭȅǇǘǳǎΥ 

YŜŀǎƘǾƛ 

{ǳōƘŀƴ 

9Ŝǎŀ 

DǊŀŎŜ 

YŀȅƭŀƴŘ            YŀƛǎŜǊ 

5ƛȅƻƴƛ               9Ƴƛƭƛŀ 

 

aŜǊŀƴǝΥ 

Iŀȅŀ 

!ƴƘŜƭƛƴŀ 

!ŀƘƛƭ 

¸ƻǳǎǎŜŦ 

wƛƘŀƴ 

wƛǾŀŀƴ 

 

wŜŘǿƻƻŘΥ   

CƛƴŜŀǎ 

{ŀƘƛǊ 

!ƳŜƭƛŀ 

IŀǊƭŜȅ 

!Ƴŀȅŀ-[ŜŜ 

½ƻǊŀ 

 

 

/ŜŘŀǊΥ 

IŜƴǊȅ 

{ǳƳŀȅ 

IŜƭŜƴ 

{ŀǊŀ 

¸ŀǎƳƛƴ 

aƛǊƛŀƳ 

/ƘŜǊǊȅΥ   

¸ǳƎ 

[ƻƳŀƴŀ 

wŜŘŀ 

YŜǎƘŀǊŀ 

¢ƛȅŀƴ 

WŀǎƻƻǊ 

Iŀǎŀƴ 

 

aŀǇƭŜΥ 

bŀȅƳŀ 

IŀȅŘŜƴ 

¢ŀȅōŀ 

[ŀƛōŀ 

hƭƛǾƛŀ 

WŀƴƴŜǘ 

!ǎƘΥ 

.ƛƭŀƭ 

¸ƻƘŀƴ 

aƻƘŀƳŜŘ W 

aŀǊƛŀ  

9ƳƳŀ 

Iŀȅŀǘ 

{ƛȅǳƧŀƴ 

 

aŀƴǳƪŀΥ   

aǳǎǘŀŦŀ            !ŀǊǾƛ 

9Ƴŀƴ                 5ƘŀǊƳƛ 

wŀǿŀƴ 

aŀƘƛōŀƘ 

!ŀǊƛǎƘ 

{ƻōƘŀƴ 

tƛƴŜΥ 

bƛȄƻƴ 

½ŜǊȅŀ 

!ƭōŜǊǘ 

¢ŀƭŜŜƴ 

tǊŀƪǊƛǝ            {ŀƪƛƴŀƘ 

hǎƪŀǊ               !Ŭŀ 

 

{ȅŎŀƳƻǊŜΥ 

!ƭƛ                     aǳǎǘŀŦŀ  

9ƭŜǎŀōŜǘŀ        CŀǊƛǎ 

IŀŦǎŀ 

{ǳǊŀȅŀ 

[ŜŜƴ 

WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ 

 

9ƭƳΥ 

±ƛƴƛǘ 

!ƭŜǎƘŀ 

.ǳǎƘǊŀ 

WŀŎƻō 

wƛŘƘŀƳ             5ŀƴŀ 

{ƻǇƘƛŀ               DǳƭŀƳƴŀōƛ 

 

DǊŜŜƴƘŜŀǊǘΥ 

!ƳǊƛǘƘŀ           bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ 

DŀōǊƛŜƭ             bƻǳǊ 

IŜǘ 

wǳƪƛŜŀ 

aǳŀŘ 

!ƴǘƻƴƛŀ 

 





Our Whole School Poetry Performance Competition 2026 was a huge success! The children 

were absolutely fantastic, performing with confidence, expression and energy. Every class 

put in incredible effort, and it truly showed in the quality of the performances. We are so 

proud of everyone who took part and made the event so special.  

We canôt wait for next yearôs competition already!  





We loved celebrating NSPCC Number Day on 6th February, enjoying fun, creative maths 

activities across the school.  

 

The day helped bring maths to life while raising funds for the NSPCCôs vital work support-

ing children.  



 

       
bŜǘōŀƭƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜ aŀǘŎƘŜǎ 

! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿŜƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ tƛƴƴŜǊ ²ƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ CƛǎƘŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ 

ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ǳƴŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ о ƻǳǘ ƻŦ о ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴΗ 

bŜǘōŀƭƭ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ 

²Ŝ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǘōŀƭƭ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ ²Ŝ 

ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƴŜǘōŀƭƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ŘƛŘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǘŜǊπ

Ƴƛƴŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜũƻǊǘΗ 

bŜǿǘƻƴ CŀǊƳ ¢ǊƛǇ 

hǳǊ ¸ŜŀǊ р {ȅŎŀƳƻǊŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ bŜǿǘƻƴ CŀǊƳ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƴƻƴ-ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ ǎǇƻǊǝƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 

5ƻŘƎŜōŀƭƭΣ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƘŀǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  

.ƛƪŜŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ¸ŜŀǊ р ŀƴŘ с ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ [ŜǾŜƭ м ŀƴŘ н .ƛƪŜŀōƛƭƛǘȅ /ƻǳǊǎŜΦ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ  ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀŘ 

ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ  ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƘŀǾŜ т ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ƴƻǘ ǊƛŘŜ ŀ ōƛƪŜΣ  ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ŀƭƭ ǊƛŘŜ ŀ ōƛƪŜ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǘƭȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΗ 



In DT this term, Year 4 have been developing their textile skills by designing and making their 

own book sleeves. They carefully created prototypes to test their ideas, thinking about size, du-

rability and appearance. The children also explored a range of fasteners, evaluating which 

would be most effective and practical for securely closing their finished book sleeves.  


