
Welcome to Saplings

Parent and Carer’s  Meeting 



Mission Statement

SUCCESS FOR ALL
At Earlsmead Primary School we encourage all members 
of our school community to strive to be the best they can 
be and develop new skills that empower them for their 
life long learning in order to become confident, valuable 

members of society. 
We create an inclusive, supportive, safe and challenging 
environment where all contributions are valued. Learning 
is motivating and independence is encouraged hence all 
become reflective, self learning team members with a 
positive sense of well being and a love of learning. 



Saplings Staff
Saplings 1 Saplings 2

Mrs Fennell
(Assistant head, ARP 
Manager & SENCo)

Ms Cole

Mrs Miah Ms Beety (Mon-Thurs)

Mrs Shah (Fri)



Daily Routines
Saplings children go to their classes first to register.
Saplings children then have phonics or guided reading between 9.00-
9.40am.

ATTENDANCE IS IMPORTANT FOR YOUR CHILD
If your child is not well and will not be coming to school please inform the 

school office, please do not use Class Dojo for absence messages

Children have a mid morning break from 10.20 – 10.35 (KS1) and 11.00 – 11.15 
(KS2)

They can eat their fruit during this time.

Lunch is at 11.50 (KS1 Yrs 1-2) 12.15pm (KS2 Yrs 3, 4)
12.30 (KS2 Yrs 5,6) 



Our Morning Playtime
Fruit time is outside 

during play and 
pupils sit on a seat 
or bench to eat it. 

Every term our ball games change, so pupils will have a chance to 
take part in cricket, basketball and badminton.  

While on skateboards or 
scooters we teach the 

about directions (where 
to start/ finish).

If pupils want to play with 
their mainstream peers, 

they can, unless there are 
behaviours which need to 

be worked on.



Reminders

Please make sure ALL clothing, lunch boxes and water bottles are named. Please 
send your child with a water bottle every day. 

Leave from school will not be granted unless there are very exceptional 
Circumstances, this will be considered by Mrs Graham, the Head Teacher. Request 
for absence forms are available at the school office. 

Please try wherever possible to arrange medical appointments outside of school 
time. 

Remember to provide the school with any change(s) of address and phone 
number(s). This is vital in case we need to contact you in an emergency. 

Only doctor prescribed medicines can be given at school. A form provided by 
welfare must be completed. If your child is asthmatic or has another medical 
condition they will be given a yellow medical bag to use while at school.



Visual Environment
To support all children in Saplings, a range of visuals are used



Visual Environment



Speech and Language Therapy

Shauna Cooney is our allocated 
speech and language therapist. 

Shauna’s allocated day for 
Earlsmead school is Tuesday. 

Across the week in Saplings the 
children who are under speech 
and language work on their 

targets. 



Behaviour

We are continuing to use Class Dojo to involve parent/carers in this 
aspect of your child’s school life.

Children are encouraged to follow the class and school rules to earn 
points which then lead to a Bronze, Silver or Gold certificate, given 
by Mrs Graham.

Sanctions are given in the rare instance of poor behaviour. Children 
are given a warning before they lose any Dojo points.



Behaviour
Every class has their own ‘Class Charter’. Here is an example from Saplings 1



Saplings 1 Writing Units



Saplings 2 Writing Units



Saplings 1 Maths Units



Saplings 2 Maths Units



You will be given a curriculum newsletter to help 
you to support your child at home. You will be 
given one of these each half term to keep you 
updated on what your child is learning.



Non Negotiables
What are they?

The non-negotiables are  designed to:

Identify the essential skills that children need to become confident with, i.e. be able to 
demonstrate in independent tasks and be able to apply in other contexts.
Unblock learning, i.e. to keep children focused on the essential skills.
Unlock learning and progress and confidence.

The non-negotiables are not designed to imply that the rest of the curriculum is an 
irrelevant – it clearly isn’t. But rather to give a structure for professionals to decide 
what the right curriculum is for their pupils.



Non-negotiables

Reading (Saplings 2) Writing (Saplings 2) Mathematics (Saplings 2)

• Secure at phase6.
• Reads ahead to help with fluency & 

expression.
• Commentsonplot,setting&charactersin 

familiar&unfamiliarstories.
• Recountsmain themes& events.
• Comments on structure of the text.
• Usecommas,questionmarks&exclamation 

marks tovary expression.
• Readaloudwith expression& intonation.
• Recognise:

o Speech marks 
o contractions

• Identify past/present tense.
• Use contentand index to locate information.

• Write different kindsof sentence: 
statement, question, exclamation, 
command.

• Use expandednounphrases to add 
description &specification.

• Writeusingsubordination(when, if, that,
because).

• Correct&consistentuseofpresenttense& past
tense.

• Correctuse of verb tenses.
• Correct& consistentuse of:

o Capital letters.
o Full stops.
o Question marks.
o Exclamation marks.
o Commas in alist.
o Apostrophe (omission).
o Introductionof speechmarks.

• Write under headings.
• Evidenceofdiagonal&horizontalstrokesto join

handwriting.

• Compare & order numbers up to 100.
• Read&writeallnumbersto100indigits& 

words.
• Say10more/lessthananynumberto100.
• Recall&usemultiplication&divisionfactsfor 2, 5 

& 10 tables.
• Recall& use +/- facts to 20.
• Derive& use related facts to 100.
• RecognisePlace Value of any 2-digitnumber.
• Add & subtract:

o 2 digit & ones
o 2-digit & tens
o Two 2-digit nos
o Three 1-digit nos

• Recognise&use inverse (+/-).
• Calculate&writemultiplication&division 

calculationsusingmultiplicationtables.
• Recognise&use inverse (x/÷).
• Recognise, find,name&write1/3; 1/4; 2/4; 

3/4.
• Recognise equivalenceof simple fractions.
• Tell time to fiveminutes, includingquarter 

past/to.



Life skills in Saplings

Community walks to 
local shops

Cooking 

Eating out at the 
local cafe 



Home learning

Home learning is set on Friday and returned by Tuesday. Home learning 
may be revision of something we have learnt in class or research ready for 

something we are going to learn. 

In addition, your child will bring home a reading book. Please keep their 
reading book and record book in their book bags. Please hear them read 
daily and talk about the book. Please sign the link book, comments are 
great too. Saplings visit the library each week. Please return the book 

every Monday.

Talk about the home learning tasks then encourage your child to be as 
independent as possible. Take time to look at the completed work 

together. 



Lunches

A packed lunch should contain
A sandwich, pasta, rice etc.
A piece of fruit
A healthy sweet treat - fruit bun, custard pot, yoghurt 
A drink. 

A packed lunch should not contain
Nuts or foods containing nuts, fizzy drinks, 
chocolate or nut spreads (such as Nutella) 



Lunch Menu



Uniform
PLEASE NOTE: Our uniform is compulsory.

This includes:
White collared shirt with tie.

Badged v-neck jumper.
Tartan skirt or black trousers.

The following remains the same:
Black sensible shoes

NO jewellery (except small stud earrings)
NO leggings under skirts

NO long sleeve tops under short sleeves

Uniform is available for purchase at Angels in Rayners Lane



Uniform - PE

Outdoor kit
Royal blue tracksuit bottoms
Royal blue jumper
White polo shirt
Plimsolls or trainers

Indoor
Royal blue shorts
White polo shirt

Children’s PE days are:

Swimming
(is taking place on Friday afternoons for years 4 and 5)

Please ensure that kit is worn to school on children’s PE days.



PE Days are as follows:

• Monday – Redwood, Meranti, Eucalyptus, Pine, Greenheart, Elm

• Tuesday – Cedar, Redwood, Meranti, Pine, Sycamore

• Wednesday – Maple, Ash, Meranti, Eucalyptus

• Thursday – Cedar, Ash, Elm 

• Friday – Cherry, Maple, 

PE DAYS Please ensure that kit is 
worn to school on 
children’s PE days.



Communication 
Parents, teachers and pupils

Class Dojo is a positive way for teachers, parents 
and pupils to communicate 

Please check your e mails for invites to join. 
Messages and achievements have begun to be 

posted and children are shown how to use Class 
Dojo within their computing lessons.



So how have the children 
settled in? Saplings 1



So how have the children 
settled in? Saplings 2

Problem Solving 

Team building

Speaking and listening 

Exploring 

Getting to know each 
other

Scavenger Hunts  



Any questions?

If you think of any questions after this meeting or have any need to contact us 
please do so via the office and we will get back to you or pop us a message on 

Class Dojo.


